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EU-Russia Political Cooperation and Prospects of Relations

Department responsible for the course
Institute of History & International Relations
Master Program in Ethnic and Confessional Processes in Modern Era
Lecturer 
Oxana Karnaukhova
oskarnauhova@sfedu.ru
Semester when the course unit is delivered
Autumn semester
Teaching hours per week
2 
Level of course unit (for ex., Second cycle – Master level)
Master Level
ECTS credits
5
Admission requirements 
·	Programme fundamentals.
Course objectives (aims)
The primary objective of the course is to learn the features and the specifics of the Russia-European Union relations and get clear understanding of existing problems as well as of possible prospects.
It is purposed to help students to:
	understand how the Russian Federation sees its place in contemporary Europe, including the most important problem of European security;

take a look at relations with the European Union from the Russian side;
examine different approaches of both sides to relationships and to eventual outcome;
analyze the National Security Doctrine of the Russian Federation and its Foreign Policy Concept;
learn the existing explanations for the sharp deterioration of relations that happened recently.

Course contents
This course examines how relations between Russian Federation and European Union were established and how they developed since early 1990-s until nowadays. It also examines the documents important for collaboration, its progress and achievements. Students will have an opportunity to analyze the dynamics of economic cooperation, as well as major events in the spheres of culture, science and education. The course highlights different problems in relationships as well. 
Learning outcomes
On successful completion of the course, students are expected to:
Know:
         agreements that define the basis of relations between the Russian Federation and the European Union;
        achievements and progress in different spheres of collaboration between the Russian Federation and the European Union;
        different problems in their relationships as well.
Be able to:
 define priorities in contemporary Russian and European foreign policy strategy;
 apply theoretical and methodological knowledge for determining the rational approaches to the analysis of relationships between the Russian Federation and the European Union;
 allocate the main reasons for certain actions of both sides;
 use methods of international relations analysis to the EU-Russia relations.

Planned learning activities and teaching methods (for ex., lectures with a variety of examples and practice)
·	Lectures.
·	Supervised practice
·	Expert quiz
Assessment methods and criteria
·	Individual assignments: at least 38 out of 60 maximum score.
- analysis of an article 
- analysis of the sources about EU-Russia crisis 
- five-page concept paper 
·	Written exam: at least 22 out of 40 maximum score.
Course literature (recommended or required)
The European Union and Russia/ Ed. Tuomas Forsberg, Hiski Haukkala. Routledge, 2016
Perspectives on EU-Russia Relations/ Ed. Debra Johnson, Paul F. Robinson. Psychology Press, 2005



